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On the Money-Sate of Wages of Labour in Glasgow and the West of 
Scotland. By John Strang, LL.D. 

[Read before Section (F,) Economic Science and Statistics, of the British Association 
for the Advancement of Science, at Cheltenham, on Friday, the 8th of August, 
1856.] 

A correct chronicle of Wages as applied to different kinds of manu- 
factures and handicrafts, combined with the changing cost of the 
necessaries, and even the common luxuries of life, would form one of 
the most valuable contributions to Economic Science. While the 
rate of these would at once mark the advance or fall on the value of 
labour at particular epochs, it would, at the same time, note the 
changes which have taken place in the value of Labour, as applied to 
particular distinct handicrafts, and if the money-rate were further 
measured by the cost of the great necessaries of existence, would 
give a pretty clear insight into the social condition of the labourer 
at any period of the country's history. As a humble contribution to 
this chronicle of labour, I have now to present you with a compara- 
tive statement of the Bate of Wages in one of the most important of 
the labour marts of Great Britain, I mean the city of Glasgow and 
its neighbourhood ; and for this purpose I shall select, from the long 
list of mechanics, handicraftsmen, and labourers, a few of those who 
are engaged on the production of the great staples that belong to 
that district, premising that the following facts in general are based 
on returns made to me by some of the leading manufacturers, engi- 
neers, ironmasters, and builders of the city and surrounding district,' 
and that they are not general estimates, but are founded on the 
actual Wages' Books of the several concerns to which they apply. 

Let us commence with the Cotton-Spinners and Power-Loom 
Weavers, in the West of Scotland, of which Glasgow is the central 
mart, and whose numbers amount at present to about 30,000. It 
appears that the average wages of those persons were as follows at 
the three different periods of 1841, 1851, and 1856 : — 



Power-loom weavers 
Cotton-spinners 



Average Per Week. 



1811. 



*. d. 

7 - 

21 - 



1851. 



s. d. 
7 3 

21 - 



1856. 



s. d. 
8 3 

20s. to 35*. 



From these figures it appears that the wages in this department 
of manufactures have been gradually rising since 1841. While this 
has been generally the case, it may, however, be remarked that 
not more, but even less, has been paid for weaving each piece of 
cloth, and for spinning each hank of yarn. In the case of Cotton- 
spinners in particular, matters have so changed, and mills and 
machines have been so altered in productive power, that it is almost 
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impossible to arrive at a correct average of wages at present paid. 
For while in the older factories a spinner cannot gain more than 20*. 
a- week ; in the new mills, possessing all the advantages of improved 
machinery, his wages may even reach 36s. In the one a man 
manages 500 spindles, whereas in another he can superintend 1,500 
or 2,000. In proof of this I may mention that five and thirty years 
ago the spinner of the finest, or highest numbers of Tarn, had only 
about 150 spindles to each jenny to attend to, whereas now, in the 
factories where the finest numbers of yarn are spun, one individual 
can easily manage 880 spindles, and these, too, are annually on the 
increase. In short, in cotton-spinning and power-loom weaving the 
advance of wages has arisen principally from increased production in 
consequence of improvements in machinery. It must also be kept 
in mind that weavers and spinners worked 69 hours in 1841, and 
only 60 in 1851, -and hence received more money for less labour. 

Let us next advert to the wages of two of the most important 
industries of the West of Scotland, I mean the rates obtained by the 
workmen employed in Mines and Iron works, whose numbers in the 
year 1854-55 amounted to 33,900, and whose united wages during 
these twelve months reached the large sum of 1,976,000?. 





Average Bate of Mining Labour for 


the Last Five Years. 

o /7 


From January, 1852, till October, 1852, 






„ November, ,, „ January, 1853, 




.... 3 - „ 




, February, 1853, „ August, „ 




.... 3 6 „ 




, September, „ „ October, „ 




.... 4 - „ 




, November, „ „ December, ,, 




.... 4 6 „ 




, January, 1854, „ January, 1855, 




.... 5 - „ 




, February, 1855, „ September, „ 




.... 4 - „ 




, October, „ „ March, 185fi, 




.... 5 - „ 




, April, 1856, „ August, „ 




.... 5 - „ 



Average Bate of Wages Paid to Workmen connected with the Manufacture 
of Pig and Malleable Iron. 





1852. 


1858. 


1854. 


1855. 


1856. 




s. d. 


s. d. 


8. d. 


s. d. 


s. d. 


Blast furnace-keepers .... per day 


5 - 


6 3 


6 8 


6 8 


7 9 




3 2 

2 8 

7 6 


3 7 
3 4 

10 3 


4 2 
3 10 

10 6 


4 2 
3 9 

10 - 


4 9 




4 2 


Puddlers, including under) 


10 - 


Rollers (chief rollers) ... „ 


10 - 


14 - 


14 6 


13 6 


13 6 




1 6 


1 10 


2 1 


2 - 


2 - 



From the foregoing statements it appears that there has been a 
gradual but important rise in the wages of those employed in the 
coal and iron-stone Mines, as well as of those employed in the manu- 
facture of pig and malleable Iron. In the former, from 2s. Qd. a-day, 
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in October, 1852, to 5*. in March 1856, and in the latter of from 25 
to 50 per cent, on the wages paid to the labourers connected with 
the working of the blast furnaces and the rolling and puddling of 
iron since 1852. And when the number of men connected with 
these several industries is remembered, being nearly 34,000, such a 
rise cannot fail to involve most important consequences. 

The third industry to which we would call attention is the 
wages of Engineers and Mechanics — a very large class of workers in 
Glasgow and its neighbourhood. The following is the average rate of 
engineers' wages per day (of ten hours) during the last six years : — 

Shillings. Shillings. 



3-43 


1855 
1856 


397 


3-52 


3-99 


3-82 


4- 



From the foregoing table it is quite plain that the wages paid to. 
engineers and mechanics during these last six years have been pro- 
gressively advancing, and it shows, since 1851 to the present time, a 
rise of about 14 per cent. 

The fourth industry to which we would allude is that of Building, 
or house construction. In so growing a city as Glasgow, which, with 
its suburbs, has a population at present of not less than 400,000, and 
whose rate of increase from births and immigration over deaths 
amounts annually to about 3f per cent., it is easy to conceive how 
very large the employment must be of those engaged in this business. 
Of the many handicraftsmen engaged in constructing houses, ware- 
houses, and other buildings, we shall, however, limit ourselves to 
stone quarriers, masons, carpenters, and labourers. The following is 
the rate of wages paid to Quarriers from 1851 to 1856: — 

1851 16*. per week of 60 hours. 

1852 16*. „ „ 

1853 17*. ,, „ 



1854 19*. per week of 60 hours. 

1855 20*. „ „ 

1856 22*. „ „ 

Or a rise of 6*. per week, or about 37 per cent., since 1851. 



The following is the average rate paid to Masons :— 

During summer of 1850 and 1851 .... 21*. 

„ winter of 1850 and 1851 .... 18*. 

„ summer of 1852 .... 21*. and 18*. 

„ „. 1853 .... 23*. 9d. fth less ib winter. 

„ „ 1854 .... 25*. 

„ „. 1855 .... 25*. 

„ „ 1856 .... 25*. 

For the last three years masons have restricted themselves to 57 
hours work per week; previous to this they worked 60 hours, and 
there is a prevalent feeling among this class of craftsmen still further 
to reduce the hours of labour. 

The following is the rate of wages paid to Carpenters and Joiners 
from 1850 to 1855, inclusive j — 

*. A 

1850 (average during year) 21 6 ppr week of 60 hours. 

1851 „ 21 - 

1852 „ 22 - „ 

1853 „ 23 - „ 

185.4 „ 24 -* 67 hours. 

J855 „ ,. 84 - ,, 



1857.] 



in Glasgow and ike West of Scotland. 
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Or an advance of 2s. 6d. per week, with a reduction during the 
last two years of the series of three hours on the week's work. At 
the present moment the rate of wages paid to carpenters and joiners 
is 5d. per hour for whatever time they are working, without reference 
to weeks ; but the stated time is 57 hours per week, or 23«. 9d. per 
week ; or, should they work the day of 10 hours, 4s. 2d. per day. 
This shows the advance on the wages of this handicraft to have been 
4s. Qd. per week. 

The following is the rate of wages paid to Common Labourers 
connected with all matters of house construction : — 



1850, '51, and '52.... 12*. perweek. 

1853 14*. „ 

1854 17*. „ 



1855 17*. per week. 

1856 17*. „ 



Thus the rise has been greater on Unskilled even than on Skilled 
labour, being 5s., or upwards of 40 per cent. These labourers are 
almost exclusively Irish ; and, strange to say, that while in the north 
of Ireland, within 30 miles of Belfast, labourers can be got from Is. 
to Is. 6d. per day, or 6s. to 9s. per week, and although the cost of 
transit per steamer to Glasgow is only from 2s. 6d. to 4s., the flow 
of Irish immigration to Glasgow has greatly diminished. 

It would be easy for me to multiply examples of the advance 
which has taken place in the rate of wages of almost every class of 
workmen during the last five years, an advance which has now 
reached the long sinking employment of the Hand-Loom "Weaver. 
For a long period the position of those connected with this last 
employment had been gradually lowering, till at length it became 
pitiful indeed. The facility with which the art can be learned, the 
numbers which unfortunately rushed to this work, frequently creating 
an equal competition between the man and the child, coupled with 
the competition of power-loom labour, are assuredly some of the 
causes which have produced the great fall during these thirty years 
past in this species of handicraft. But whatever the causes may 
have been for sinking the value of hand-loom labour, it can scarcely 
be denied that the average rate of weekly wages, as furnished me by 
two or three of the leading manufacturing houses in Glasgow, being 
at present from 6t. to 7s. \d. per week, is, indeed, a miserable 
pittance even when measured by the reduced prices which have taken 
place in every article of consumption and clothing sinee 1825, when the 
wages were 13s. 6d. per week. The following is a progressive state- 
ment of the average wages earned by the hand-loom weavers from 
1825, marking the periods when the reductions took place : — 





*. d. 




*. d. 


1825 


H 6 


1848 


6 - 


1827 


9 - 


1851 


5 8 


1829 


7 6 


1852 


6 9 


1831 


6 6 


1853 


7 - 


1834 


8 -_ 




7 I 


1837 


7 -• 







It will be observed from the foregoing statement that the late 
advance in wages has even reached those miserably paid workmen, 
the wages in 1851 being 5s. 8d. per week, whereas, in 1856, the 
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average is 7s. Id. It is gratifying to state that the hand-loom 
weavers are fast diminishing in Glasgow, although in the villages and 
towns around they still maintain their numbers. That they should 
do so is at first sight surprising, when other branches of manufacture 
offer such high wages for labour. There is, however, some compensa- 
tion to the hand-loom weaver which the factory workman and the 
artisan does not enjoy — I allude to the feeling that they are their 
own masters, can work short or long, late or early, in the garden or 
in the shop, and that without any detriment to their web — that they 
can employ their wives and children either as adjuncts or assistants 
in their own labour, and can thus eke out a tolerable subsistence 
without the restraints imposed on many of their more money-gaining 
brethren. 

The deduction which may be gathered from the foregoing state- 
ments and figures is simply this : — That during the last five or six 
years a gradual and permanent rise seems to have been established in 
All "Wages connected with the leading industries of Glasgow, and we 
may almost add, throughout Great Britain and Ireland, and that, 
too, even in the face of the reduction which has been made in the 
hours of labour. And were we to carry the inquiry further, and 
place in a comparative table the price of the chief articles of con- 
sumption which enter into the domestic economy of the artisan and 
labourer, since the period when the policy of this country was com- 
menced to relieve pot only all the great necessaries of life from fiscal 
burdens, but to reduce, as far as possible, the duties exigible on 
those articles of luxury, such as tea, sugar, coffee, &c, which more 
particularly enter into the consumption of the labouring classes, it may 
be fairly affirmed that this most important body of the community is, 
at the present moment, placed in a more enviable position in the 
social scale than they were ever formerly in this country, or are per- 
haps to be found in any quarter of the globe. From the foregoing 
facts, and from the results of the policy pursued by the Government, 
it is quite certain that the industrious man never knew a period in 
which, if he could only be temperate and frugal, he might more easily 
save money; and could he only be induced to eschew the whiskey 
shop, and turn his footsteps to the Savings' Bank, he would speedily 
find himself more comfortable, independent, and happy, than the 
mass of his fellow-labourers, whose increased means are but too 
frequently devoted to the gratification of the grosser passions of 
humanity. 



